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Michelle Servadio Elias 
Muscatine County Board of Supervisors (District 4) 
https://shellyforsupervisor.com/ 
 
As a Democrat, what issue or guiding principle motivated you most to run for the office you 
are seeking? 
 
The guiding principle motivating me to run for office is the need for transparency and 
accountability in government. The current makeup of the Muscatine County Board seems to 
present a narrow, one-sided approach to governing.  I will bring a perspective not now found on 
the board.  The biggest issue guiding my campaign is public health; in particular, the County’s 
need for greater attention to mental health and women’s health care needs. From my point of 
view, public health encompasses environmental sustainability, economic development, 
healthcare, and other social issues typically not approached or understood as directly 
impacting the public health. 
 
 
What do you want people to know most about how you will serve them? 
 
I will work every day to improve the lives of Muscatine County residents. Most importantly, I 
want to work to expand economic opportunities, which will create high-paying jobs ready for 
the economy of tomorrow. I will work to attract resources to the area to establish a port to 
leverage the Mississippi River and to help grow industrial hemp production in the county.  I will 
work to protect and improve access to women’s healthcare and mental healthcare availability. 
I will also continue my work and advocacy to protect and improve the rights and health of our 
veterans. 
 
 
What do you believe are the most pressing issues facing people in the geographic area you 
will serve? 
 
Women’s Health – Women in Muscatine County are in severe need of adequate reproductive 
health care. I would seek to assist the Board of Health and any other community agencies to 
find care providers and to ensure access to excellence in care for all women who need care. 
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Mental Health – In Muscatine County the fundamental problem is we have too few resources 
to provide the Mental Health care we need for our County residents. I would like us to be 
solution oriented about housing and services for our high-risk mental health patients.   
 
Care For Veterans – I wrote the Veterans in Crisis Care Act in 2017 to give any veteran who is 
suicidal, or in mental health crisis a 24 hour observation hold until medically stable and can be 
transferred to a VA bed for care.  
 
Medical Cannabis & Industrial Hemp Opportunities – With the passage of the Hemp Law, 
industrial hemp can provide Muscatine County farmers and manufactures new opportunities 
to grow their business. Iowa should decriminalize cannabis for medical cannabis card holders 
possessing medical cannabis from dispensaries that is regulated, barcoded and dosed. 
 
Economic Development + Environmental Sustainability – A Global Port Authority can capitalize 
on the perfect line up of River, Rail, Airport, Interstate plus our industries and workforce. Our 
County needs to work with other local, regional, and federal agencies to create the port. 
Advancing green initiatives and protecting the environment is paramount for sustaining our 
land in Muscatine County. 
 
 
Why do you think you can be effective in advancing the interests of the people you represent 
through meaningful legislation, policy, and funding? 
 
I fight for the interests of the people and will work pragmatically with what resources we have 
help cultivate health, wealth, and prosperity for all Muscatine County citizens.  
I have a demonstrated record of success with my approach as the IDP Veterans Caucus 
Chairwoman by implementing a statewide leadership structure to grow caucus membership 
and to engage voters. Having served 2 years on the State Central Committee, every District 
now has elected a Vets Caucus Liaison; now I serve as 2nd District Liaison for Vets Caucus. As 
a result, many Presidential Candidates asked me to connect them with our County’s 
Presidential Welcoming Committee. I successfully lobbied to pass the Iowa Hemp Act to allow 
Iowa farmers to access a global market that will reach $26.6 billion by 2026. Using the 
relationships I have cultivated and other connections with non-profit organizations, I will work 
to bring funding into the county for economic development projects. I will work to bring 
funding into the county for increased access mental health services, which will become 
increasingly more important as the COVID-19 pandemic drags on. I will work to increase the 
availability of beds for mental health patients. I want to see increased access to healthcare 
options for our rural and aging populations. As a nurse, I have unique insights into how to 
implement improvements to the public health of Muscatine County and that is important now 
more than ever. 
 

 



 
How do you envision your office working with other entities to advance democratic priorities 
in the geographic area you will serve? 
 
I will use my office to work to make progress toward democratic priorities in the 2020 Iowa 
Democratic Party Platform by improving oversight practices, working with healthcare providers 
to expand program accessibility to veterans, rural and aging populations. I will work with the 
Department of Natural Resources to re-establish the anti-dumping surveillance in rural areas 
that monitored rural slag and other toxic waste dumping. I will also work with local 
organizations and the farming community to establish a Muscatine County hemp co-op. 
 
 
Is there anything else you would like voters to know? 
 
I am running for Board of Supervisors for Muscatine County because I believe those who have 
the least amount of rights and who are underserved among us need a voice. I am a disabled 
Veteran, a Retired Nurse, and a mother. I will bring a perspective not found on the current 
Muscatine County Board of Supervisors to address important issues in Muscatine County 
through a different set of eyes.  My goal is to cultivate the health, wealth, and prosperity of all 
our citizens. 
 
Listen as Shelly shares her life experiences and talks about why she believes she has what it 
takes to lead in the position of County Supervisor: 
https://voiceofmuscatine.com/2020/05/22/moving-forward-with-shelly-servadio-elias-candida
te-for-county-supervisor-district-4 
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